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views, consequently inquiry was stimulated, the importance
of research emphasized; but the general impression was thai
faith in the unanimity and hence the reliability of ecclesiasti-
cal authority was questioned. While the theological and phil-
osophical positions of Abelard were less radical, his influence
was far more critical and far more destructive of unquestioned
obedience to authority. Reason, he held, was antecedent to
faith, and much of Christian belief could be supplied by
reason. At least the arrogance of ecclesiastical authority
was shattered; and though the man and his writings were
condemned, his life blighted by persecution, his views re-
garded as heretical, his influence continued to exist as one of
the most powerful forces in scholastic thought during the
following period.
The thirteenth and the fourteenth centuries constitute the
period of the complete dominance of scholasticism. During
this period philosophy and theology seem to be in complete
sympathy; the widest extension is given to philosophical
thought in its Christian dress; theological views are elabo-
rated into most perfect and complicated systems ; reason and
faith are in fullest accord. The causes of this complete
triumph of scholasticism, the perfection of its system, and
the wide extension of its limits, were twofold. In the first
place, most of the doctrines of the Church were formulated
and established as a result of the previous controversy.
Certain of these, wherein complete harmony with ancient
philosophy or with reason was impossible, were held to be
beyond the limits of philosophical discussion. It is in this
respect that fhe bondage or subordination of philosophy to
theology is seen ; for within certain established limits, per-
fect freedom of discussion was given. The second of these
causes was the recovery of most of the writings of Aristotle,
possessed to-day. The largest number of them, however, came
at that time through corrupted translations or in the form of
Arabic commentaries. Of the most influential of these, the